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Monthly statement of inspection of the Chinese district of San Fran- 
cisco, California, February, 1903. 

[Summary of reports to the Surgeon-General.] 

Population of Chinatown, 15,000 (estimated). 

Deaths during the month, 37 a (2 by violence). For the same month 
last year, 54 (4 by violence). 

Annual death rate per thousand for the month, 31.28, as compared 
to 43.45 for February last year. 

■Causes of deaths. — Tuberculosis, 2; nephritis, 3; cirrhosis liver, 1; 
tubercular meningitis, 1; endocarditis, 1; emphysema, 1 ; cardiac dila- 
tation, 1; mitral disease, 1; 1 suicide, and 1 gunshot wound, etc. None 
from epidemic disease. 

Statement of the inspection of buildings. 

Number of buildings inspected ( February 10 to 28 ) 962 

Number of persons inspected ( February 10 to 28) 9, 498 

Number of rooms inspected (February 10 to 28) 7, 310 

Morbidity reports. 
Number of sick inspected 143 

Report of the bacteriological examination of rats. 

Number of rats captured alive delivered at laboratory 71 

Number of rats found dead delivered at laboratory 34 

Number of plague-infected rats 

Total number of rats bacteriologically examined 105 

Total number showing phosphorus poisoning 

Necropsy report. 

Number of bodies necropsied 11 

Number of plague-infected bodies 

Number passed without necropsy 26 

Bubonic plague and plague-infected rats. 

No case of plague has occurred in the citj 7 this month, the last case 
having been reported December II, 1902. The epidemic among rats, 
also, may be regarded as over, as the last infected rat was found 
December 8, 1902. 

Active measures for the eradication of plague are being enforced 
daily. Overcrowding in tenement and lodging houses has been pre- 

« This rather high mortality can be accounted for in part by the fact that many sick 
Chinese from other sections come to San Francisco in order to obtain treatment from 
physicians of their own race. The Chinatown of San Francisco is the center or 
metropolis for the Chinese population of the State, for it is here that they find con- 
ditions more nearly approaching those of their native land. The joss temples, 
bazaars, restaurants, games, and theaters attract many visitors from the outlying 
towns and ranches. 
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vented by the vigilance of the police, and over two hundred arrests 
have been made for a neglect to comply with the cubic air-space ordi- 
nance. Scavengers are employed to remove the garbage frequently, 
sweep the streets, and sprinkle them afterwards with HgCl 2 solution 
three times a week, weather permitting. Liming of unsanitary places, 
such as closets, urinals, cellars, back areas, and unclean alleyways, is 
progressing rapidly, and at the completion of this form of disinfection 
the same territory will be covered again, using instead carbolic-acid 
spray. The sick are inspected daily, the dead examined carefully, and 
necropsies insisted upon in doubtful cases in order that no case of 
plague escape detection. 

The extermination of rats, by means of traps and poisons, continues 
unabated throughout Chinatown and at some of the wharves. As a 
successful ratsbane we have found that phosphorus, when incorporated 
with cheese in the form of a Welsh rarebit, will give quick results. 
It is best, however, to change the character of the food bait occasion- 
ally, as the animals become suspicious and wary of the same food, 
when used for too long a time. 

Respectfully, Rupert Blue, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

A. H. Glenn an, 

Surgeon. 

Summary of precautionary measures on the Mexican frontier to prevent 
the introduction of plague across the harder into the United States. 

Following is a summary of the precautionary measures which have 
been adopted with a view to preventing entrance of persons from 
infected districts without careful examination; also for the investiga- 
tion of rumors which frequently prevail under these circumstances, 
and the tracing down of which, with negative results, renews confi- 
dence. These measures, therefore, are chiefly precautionary. 

The latest official and reliable information from Mexico shows that 
the Mexican authorities have the situation well in hand and that their 
efforts are meeting with success. (See telegram from Surgeon Gui- 
teras, City of Mexico, in this issue under the caption of "Mexico.") 

Detail of officers. 

Asst. Surg. L. L. Lumsden, ordered from San Francisco, left on 
March 3 for Los Angeles, where he remained one day to obtain facts 
concerning Chinaman suspected of plague and supposed to have come 
from Phoenix; thence he went to Phcenix, investigating this matter 
and reporting that circumstantial evidence rendered the diagnosis of 
plague in this case highly improbable; thence to Tucson, Nogales, and 



